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Transcript ARP RESEARCH INTERVIEW: 2nd year Fashion Programme student. 22/11/23

Interviewer: Wande Awoniyi
I will edit.
Interviewee: 2nd year fashion programme student
Alright, so I. See like the the camera or so like.
Interviewer: Wande Awoniyi
Ohh you can. Oh yeah, I forgot about that. Maybe this is better.
Interviewee: 2nd year fashion programme student
Yeah, I wanna talk with you.
Interviewer: Wande Awoniyi
Because then you, you know, I didn't think about that. You're very good. Ohh, no. The other student I had. He's looking this way. And the room was on the other side. OK. Does this look like you're almost looking above my head? Yeah. I should have thought of that.
Interviewee: 2nd year fashion programme student
Baby like better for me.
Interviewer: Wande Awoniyi
She was an intern in my research. OK, so my first question is, what would your dream placement? What would be your dream placement during dips year and why?
Interviewee: 2nd year fashion programme student
Like specific brand or just country?
Interviewer: Wande Awoniyi
Yeah, both.
Interviewee: 2nd year fashion programme student
OK, so I would like to do like in Europe. So out of the UK. Because and I also like I have a a specific. Brand I want to do. Which is very big brand and product with something like that. So because I did a internship before in Japan and then also like I used to work as a stylist. Assistant and the state is in Japan before coming to London. So I had a job. Job experiences. And also like I'm don't. When I came here is I just want to challenge myself to work in Europe and then with like kind of global people so and also like in Paris or maybe Antwerp, Italy, Spain and also like I'm thinking of. Like getting money. So I've heard someone told me, like in the UK they don't pay a lot. And then like lots of company doesn't want to pay us for the internship students and internship. That means a bit like kind of same as Japanese, Japanese country, Japanese company so. That's why like. So sometimes, like getting money like force me to motivate and then like if I don't get money like if it's unpaid like my motivation is going. To be low and then. Like, it's so difficult to motivate myself. So that's why, yeah.
Interviewer: Wande Awoniyi
Yeah, right. And you want to feel valued.
Interviewee: 2nd year fashion programme student
Yeah. Yeah, exactly. What is the value like for walking them? It's kind of money sometimes. And then if I like the person like the designer, and if I can, like, get involved in like designing job and then like I can get like a big opportunity. With them, that will be. Like that would be worth it, but I guess like as an internship they don't give us like a huge, you know, projects or something. So then like instead of the I guess money is important, yeah.
Interviewer: Wande Awoniyi
Well, this is. A good question. If they did pay in London. Like they paid in the rest of Europe. Yeah. Would you do London or do you really want to go to outside of Europe? Even if they pay?
Interviewee: 2nd year fashion programme student
Outside of your room. I guess in the UK, like London, I like London, I like people who lives in London and studies in London. But in terms of like education, I like London. But it's but like in terms of working I guess. It's not cool, I would say not like it. There are, like so many brands, but they don't kind of not like properly growing up, I feel. But I don't know. And then I guess like there's like only like barberry or like Postmates or something like kind of significant.
Interviewer: Wande Awoniyi
This is this is interesting. So you really do have an aspiration to work for. High profile luxury that's your aspiration, is it?
Interviewee: 2nd year fashion programme student
Yeah. Yeah, it is because.
Speaker 3
Right, what's that?
Interviewee: 2nd year fashion programme student
I just wanna like get the the name. It's kind to be honest because like, if I'm going to start my career in Japan like they are. I guess like it's kind of they. They start like at the beginning they watched our career for sure. So then like if I say like I was working in a small company, they don't know and then they don't, they are not interested in me. So that's why I just want to get a big name.
Speaker 3
Yeah, yeah.
Interviewee: 2nd year fashion programme student
Up fast and. And I'm going to build up myself like my creations here.
Interviewer: Wande Awoniyi
So do you want to? When they have. Your own brand.
Interviewee: 2nd year fashion programme student
In the future, in the future, right? Yeah.
Interviewer: Wande Awoniyi
Yeah, yeah. Brilliant. And where would you set up your business?
Interviewee: 2nd year fashion programme student
Maybe in Japan? Why? Yeah. Because I just want to support Japanese factories in the future because it's kind of disappeared. And like lots of factories are collapsed. And and also like there are like so many beautiful techniques and traditional creations in Japan. But. I just want to support it like as I am Japanese.
Speaker 3
Yeah. So do you.
Interviewer: Wande Awoniyi
Think that by having also a big question is you, you obviously get a visa to work here. Would you think it was not making best use of your visa where you can go to the rest of Europe if you just stayed in London? So is going to the rest of Europe, making good use of this visa that you have, OK.
Interviewee: 2nd year fashion programme student
Yeah, yeah, yeah. I just want to get, like, European pizza. Yeah. Yeah, yeah, yeah, just not.
Interviewer: Wande Awoniyi
European experience. Just not London, not London. And do you feel like that when you go back to Japan having these brands on see the benefit you?
Interviewee: 2nd year fashion programme student
I guess yeah, that would be kind of good benefit.
Interviewer: Wande Awoniyi
Why is that?
Interviewee: 2nd year fashion programme student
It's kind of cultural aspects, I guess, yeah, they like. Yeah. Name. They like name. Like, where I was walking or like, where I was studying. Yeah.
Interviewer: Wande Awoniyi
I once had a student. She was from India and her father said to her. Unless you go to LVMH, brand, you're not doing placement here. Because in that culture, that's what success look like to them. It it wasn't so much the skills, it was. Who did you work for? How well known are they? So I think that's quite interesting.
Interviewee: 2nd year fashion programme student
Yeah, yeah, yeah. So honestly like I3. Not three far, but I like small company as well because I can, you know, be in charge of lots of things and and. I can see like like whole like you know whole things in a in a factory, in a in a studio. So I would prefer to do internships small but still like big company. So that's why I told you. Like I wanna do in trees and then like, yeah.
Interviewer: Wande Awoniyi
Yeah, we have. Yeah, yeah, yeah. You love them? Yeah. Someone there? Oh, who is it person?
Interviewee: 2nd year fashion programme student
Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah.
Interviewer: Wande Awoniyi
Oh, great. Yeah. They're telling me what it's like.
Interviewee: 2nd year fashion programme student
Yeah, yeah, yeah. And he told me. Like it's like a 14 people in in I.
Interviewer: Wande Awoniyi
Think I just spoke to. Them yesterday. Yeah. What's your name?
Interviewee: 2nd year fashion programme student
Well, he's in fashion communication and then he was in charge of like, communication job. So he does, he doesn't know like what it what looks like what it looks like in like design team like as he knows. Like he told me, like uh, there's like small like group and. Yeah. It's very humble, yeah.
Interviewer: Wande Awoniyi
OK. Will this cost for that? What does a successful placement year look like to you?
Interviewee: 2nd year fashion programme student
Honestly, like at the end of the first year I was thinking to drop out at UNI because like I why I came here is kind of getting a job in Europe. So that's why last year I applied for internship. But due to the visa complications I couldn't proceed it. So like in the DPS ER, I would like to get a connection with the company and then I would like to have the job opportunity in the future. Hopefully like after the. See you. That would be like nice cause I'm not like super, super rich. And I was like, I'm kind of worried about not not like or I'm considering my. Age as well. So I just want to like build up my career as soon as possible so.
Interviewer: Wande Awoniyi
OK, great. In what way do you think the placement here will help your future aspirations once you graduate, you might? Have answered this already.
Interviewee: 2nd year fashion programme student
Yeah. Yeah. Don't know. Maybe. Like, if I will come back to uni, maybe like I can. Make strong peace more than final. Year I could probably cause. Like outside? Like sometimes, like, studying, she's studying at uni and, you know, working in actual fashion industry are completely different. I would say like as I experience. So I guess like.
Speaker 3
Yeah, yeah, yeah.
Interviewee: 2nd year fashion programme student
I don't know it's. It and not for me, but I guess like not for other students, they that is gonna be good opportunity to see like like the process and like how to manage. The the correction how to manage like how to work in general, yeah.
Interviewer: Wande Awoniyi
So you said not for you because this is my next question. You already have experience, so you have worked as an intern before and you've really quite because my other question was what do you perceive is the difference between working for the small brand independent brother versus working for a global big brand? You already said you prefer to work for big brands. What do you think it would be like for you there?
Interviewee: 2nd year fashion programme student
It was so that that was like when I was like. 21 years old. Asaki. Yeah, I did. Like internship for three months. So at the same time, I was going to uni as well. So I was a bit busy.
Interviewer: Wande Awoniyi
Who did you work for?
Interviewee: 2nd year fashion programme student
And then I. Didn't have an attitude towards like working for them. So that's why like it didn't work. Well for me. And then like somehow like I felt so harsh. And then. Ohh that's yeah, I could be in charge of like making towels and then like and I could see like how it looks like. But at the same time it was so tough. And then like it was. So yeah. Like difficult. So that's why. Kind of like not. Gave up, but I just stopped thinking. Like to be a designer at time. Yeah. Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah. I was a bit scared. And I was a bit, I don't know, like, oh, I can't. I at the time like I saw I can't do anymore. Like for, like, walking as a designer.
Interviewer: Wande Awoniyi
You're like, like, wow, you had that much of an. Effect on you.
Interviewee: 2nd year fashion programme student
Like pattern making pattern maker or something like. Yeah. So harsh and it's so tough. And then?
Interviewer: Wande Awoniyi
It's a reality.
Interviewee: 2nd year fashion programme student
Yeah, it was the reality. And also at the time like I was 21 and then I had no experience in like I I I was like working as a part time, but it wasn't like related to fashion. So yeah. And then I didn't see like that was the first impression from the. Fashion industry. That's why, like I can't do anymore. But after that, like I was. So after graduation I I was working as a planner in a fashion advertising agency. Yeah. And that was hard, but it was fun. But at the same time like that. That's the job I. That's that's not the job I want to do. That's why I quit, like, after a year and a half, and then I was working as a stylist assistant, which was so tough and which was so hot I couldn't go home. I couldn't, like, take a bus. I couldn't like sleep. Ohh but like my mentor was brilliant. So that's why like I could follow him. And then like I could, you know, stand for it. And then like gradually, like I really like, I get really like I got really like liking the.
Speaker 3
Yeah, yeah.
Interviewee: 2nd year fashion programme student
So yeah.
Interviewer: Wande Awoniyi
I think it's really useful. I feel like you are ahead of some of the other students in the second year, like in that room.
Speaker
You know when.
Interviewer: Wande Awoniyi
I spoke about managing expectations. Yeah. So you really have. Yeah. You know what the reality is, like how tough it can get? How demotivated.
Interviewee: 2nd year fashion programme student
Yeah. Yeah, exactly.
Interviewer: Wande Awoniyi
To feel. So you know, I'm having to tour as the students. I'm. I'm saying, hang on. You could do this because they didn't know what to expect. So I think you would be one of the students that I know they know what they're doing out there. They're going to be OK because they're mature and they have experience. That doesn't mean I don't. I don't. I want you to have a hard.
Interviewee: 2nd year fashion programme student
Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah. Yeah, yeah.
Interviewer: Wande Awoniyi
But at least they know you can handle it, and you know that you can handle it and why you're doing it. Yeah, yeah.
Interviewee: 2nd year fashion programme student
Yeah, exactly. Yeah, exactly. Cause like, I'm like after like when during like when I was working as a stylist assistant was so hard it was. I don't know. Like I didn't have enough break. I didn't have a days off like a month. Like, I don't know, I don't remember, but it was so tough and strong, difficult and hard, but. I really love. To show off. Really. Like I don't mind working harder. I don't mind working like, you know, that's kind of Japanese. So we weigh and then Japanese like things, but.
Speaker
OK.
Interviewee: 2nd year fashion programme student
So then like I guess it might be better to try to do like in Europe, I guess they like me.
Interviewer: Wande Awoniyi
I think you're gonna do well.
Interviewee: 2nd year fashion programme student
Because I'm so working hard and then like I I I'm loving it like I'm so.
Speaker 3
Yes, yes.
Interviewee: 2nd year fashion programme student
I like designing at this moment and yeah, exactly.
Interviewer: Wande Awoniyi
Yes, enthusiastic. Yeah, they need that energy.
Interviewee: 2nd year fashion programme student
Yeah. Yeah, I yeah, like after this job, like I got. So much power. Or and then sometimes like before that like before doing the the job. I was so fragile like I was like physically and mentally, of course. And like, like I was a bit depressed. And sometimes when I was working as a. You know? Yeah, cause the client was like so bad. And then they called me again. Again. It's. That was so made me annoyed. But like, after the the studying studies assistant job. Like I got like.
Speaker
OK.
Interviewee: 2nd year fashion programme student
Ohh, I guess like. Yeah. I don't know. Yeah, I I got strong. Stronger. Yeah, for sure. So then, like, I decided to, like, try myself to do like Europe. Yeah. How far, however, yeah.
Interviewer: Wande Awoniyi
How would you feel about doing the placement outside of Europe or America? So we're talking more global now. We're talking South America, going back to Asia or South Asia or East Asia going to Africa, going to some place that is an emerging market in the fashion industry. How would you feel about that?
Interviewee: 2nd year fashion programme student
OK. OK. Ohh that's that's a good question I've never imagined. I get no because like it's too expensive already.
Interviewer: Wande Awoniyi
No America and no Europe.
Interviewee: 2nd year fashion programme student
Africa or like maybe Asia? Could be fun, but if. Maybe not for the DPS year. Maybe in the future could be fun. Just want to like build up my career. So that's why, like I wanna, as I told you, like I want to get the name. But you. Yeah, it's obvious. Like in on the paper. And then on the website. But in the future, like. Like there's like lots of possibilities. Like to above for sure. So yeah, could be fun. And then, but not for the placement. Yeah, I would say, yeah.
Speaker 3
Because it's not. You don't think it will help promote you? It wouldn't look very strong in your CV or, yeah. Promote you. Yeah, yeah.
Interviewer: Wande Awoniyi
OK. Yeah, that's interesting saying that, how much do you know about global brands? Small or big? Brands that sit outside of Europe and America, how much do you know about it because you already said, I don't think it would help my clear.
Interviewee: 2nd year fashion programme student
Yeah, yeah, I guess like there are so many brands also like in Asia, like I've had lots of brands like Korea and China, Taiwan.
Speaker 3
You know.
Interviewee: 2nd year fashion programme student
Yeah, especially like also like in Japan, like lots of brands, lots of small. In Japan and then. I guess. Yeah, but like. From what I've known, like from the news or something, it doesn't show up. Yeah, doesn't show up. It's kind of hidden. As always, they don't like featured. Yeah, that's the saying. That's quite sad.
Speaker
Cause like.
Interviewee: 2nd year fashion programme student
I came across lots of good brands in Japan, which is from Africa or like which is from China, Korea, maybe like like the country like. Well, I've never heard the name but. Like maybe like it's very sad to not teacher. Like their brands and. I guess it's kind of, I don't know. Like they consider as not cool sometimes because of. Like from somewhere? Maybe like if they said like they are like based in Paris and we are based in London, fancy like people like who are not interested in global brands. Yeah, I guess so, yeah, yeah. Wow, OK. Yeah, finish it. Are they OK?
Interviewer: Wande Awoniyi
Ohh very quick.

